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Abstract 

From the early Sasanian period, Eransahr (the land of Iranians) was divided into a multitude of provinces gov- 
erned by sahrabs. In the sixth century AD, the old divisions of the Empire underwent changes and a new or- 
ganisation emerged. According to this reorganisation, the Empire was divided, on the pattern of the four cardi- 
nal points, into four quarters or sides and each one was subdivided into provinces. From this time, the province 
of Adurbadagan along with provinces such as GTlan and Albania formed one of the provinces of the northern 
quarter of the country. Since the North ( abaxtar ) was considered to be the region of demons in Zoroastrianism, 
the northern quarter was named Adurbadagan, after its most important province. However, the wide application 
of other names to this quarter in Sasanian and Sasanian-based sources demonstrates that the use of the name of 
Adurbadagan province to refer to abaxtar was prevalent for a short period and with the collapse of Sasanian 
quadripartite organisation, this nomenclature fell into oblivion. Following Sasanian traditions, post-Sasanian 
sources applied the name of Azerbaijan to the province situated between the SipTd-rud and Aras Rivers whose 
main centres were Ardabll, Ganzag, and ShTz. Sealings found in Takht-i Sulayman, belonging to Sasanian 
officials, attest the importance of the province for the Sasanians. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

During recent decades, research carried out on the ad- 
ministrative geography and history of Sasanian Iran 
has completely changed our concept of this period. 
In this respect, studies of Sasanian coins and seals 
in different countries have been an important factor . 1 
These sources, with their obvious significance for 
understanding the administrative organisation of the 
Sasanian Empire, are both local and contemporary 
and provide us with first hand, though not sufficient 
data regarding this period. Although Greek and Latin 
sources are contemporaneous with the Sasanian pe- 
riod, they are not local. On the other hand, available 
Arabic and Persian sources are not contemporaneous 
with the Sasanians. Clay sealings found in Takht-i 



1 See studies conducted by David Bivar, Vladimir Lukonin, 
Richard Frye, Robert Gobi, Malek-Iraj Mochiri, Hodge 
Mehdi Malek, Vesta Sarkhosh Curtis, Touraj Daryaee, Mi- 
chael Alram, Nikolaus Schindel, Philip Gignoux, and es- 
pecially to that of Rika Gyselen, all of whom have done 
extensive research recently. 



Sulayman, Azerbaijan, and most importantly seals 
of Sasanian spahbeds with titles as well as personal 
and place names on them have been studied by Rob- 
ert Gobi and most importantly Rika Gyselen . 2 These 
sources help us to correct and complete the informa- 
tion in the Islamic sources about the organisation and 
administrative geography of Sasanian Iran. 

The administrative system of the Sasanian prov- 
inces demonstrates a clear quadripartition of the Em- 
pire. Post-Sasanian sources (Arabic, Middle and New 
Persian) and research done in the past two centuries 
confirm this point , 3 although the authenticity of such 
sources has been questioned . 4 Presently, due to the 
discovery of Sasanian spahbeds,, seals with the names 
and titles of four generals on them, there is no doubt 
regarding the quadripartition, at least from the mili- 
tarily point of view . 5 This discovery re-emphasises the 



2 Gobi 1976: 44-60; Gyselen 2001: 35M6. 

3 See e.g. Rawlinson 1876: 439; Noldeke 1879: 155 n. 2; 
Christensen 1944: 370-71; Lukonin 1983: 681-743. 

4 E.g. Gignoux 1984: 555-72; also 1990: 1-14. 

5 Gyselen 2001: 35-46. 
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